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Baseball has often been called a metaphor for life, but a 
more apt description would be that it’s a valuable source 
of education. Books about the national pastime encompass 
a wide range of topics, including economics, history, math, 
science, literary studies, even philosophy. Here is a list, 
humbly submitted, of the top titles in several of these cat-
egories. 

Ron Kaplan is a longtime member of the Society for American 
Baseball Research. He hosts a blog on baseball literature at 
www.RKSBaseballBookshelf.wordpress.com.

History:
The Bill James Historical Abstract, Bill James (Free Press)

Remembering Yankee Stadium, Harvey Frommer (Abrams)

The Baseball Book, Sports Illustrated (Little, Brown)

A. G. Spalding and the Rise of Baseball: The Promise of 
American Sport, Peter Levine (Oxford University)

Crazy ‘08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, 
and Magnates Created the Greatest Year 
in Baseball History, Cait Murphy (Collins)

The Glory of Their Times. The Story of the Early Days of 
Baseball Told By the Men Who Played It, Lawrence Ritter 
(HarperCollins)

http://www.harpercollins.com/books/9780060889371/Crazy_08/index.aspx
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1598875922/ref=nosim/?tag=msnshop-books-mp-20&creative=380333&creativeASIN=1598875922&linkCode=asn
 htt[p://www.RonKaplansBaseballBookshelf.wordpress.com.
 htt[p://www.RonKaplansBaseballBookshelf.wordpress.com.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Spalding
http://www.amazon.com/Bill-James-Historical-Baseball-Abstract/dp/0684806975
http://www.amazon.com/Remembering-Yankee-Stadium-Narrative-History/dp/1584797169/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1224702576&sr=1-1
http://www.alibris.com/booksearch.detail?invid=9657191840&isbn=9780195035520&qsort=p&page=1
http://www.keenzo.com/showproduct.asp?M=LITTLE-BROWN-CO&ID=2019072&ref=GB
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Biography/Autobiography:

Ball Four, Jim Bouton (Wiley)

Sandy Koufax: A Lefty’s Legacy, Jane Leavy  
(HarperCollins)

A Well-Paid Slave: Curt Flood’s Fight for Free Agency 
in Professional Sports, Brad Snyder (Penguin)

The Teammates, David Halberstam (Hyperion)

Commentary:

Imagining Baseball: America’s Pastime and Popular 
Culture, David McGimpsey  
(Indiana University)

The Thinking Fan’s Guide to Baseball, Leonard Koppett 
(Total Sports)

Take Time for Paradise: Americans and Their Games,  
A. Bartlett Giamatti (Simon & Schuster)

Business:

The Baseball Economist: The Real Game Exposed,  
J.C. Bradbury (Penguin)

Lords of the Realm, John Helyar (Random House)

Play Ball: The Life and Troubled Times of Major League 
Baseball, John Feinstein (Random House)
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Photography:

Neil Leifer: Ballet in the Dirt: The Golden Age 
of Baseball, Gabriel Schechter (Taschen)

Baseball’s Golden Age: The Photographs 
of Charles M. Conlon, Neal McCabe (Abrams)

Statisticals:

Baseball Between the Numbers: Why Everything You Know 
about the Game Is Wrong, Jonah Keri (Basic)

Baseball Prospectus: The Essential Guide to the 2008 Baseball 
Season, Steve Goldman (Penguin)

The Numbers Game: Baseball’s Lifelong Fascination 
with Statistics, Alan Schwarz (St. Martin’s)

Essays:

Five Seasons, Roger Angell (University of Nebraska)
Why Time Begins on Opening Day, Thomas Boswell 
(Penguin)

Miscellaneous:

The Autobiography of Baseball: The Inside 
Story from the Stars who Played the Game, 
Joseph Wallace (HNA Books)

Baseball and Philosophy: Thinking Outside the 
Batter’s Box, Eric Bronson (Open Court)

Diamond Classics: Essays on 100 of the Best 
Baseball Books Ever Published, Mike Shannon 
(McFarland & Co)
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